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EccLEs. vii. 14. 
There is a Vanity which is done upon the Earth. That 
there be juſt Men, unto whom it happeneth accord. 


ing to the Work of the Wicked ; Again there bel 


Wicked Men, unto whom it happeneth according, to 


the Work of the Righteous: I ſaid that this is 
Vanity, 


N this Book the wiſeſt of Men does handle a Sub- 
1 ject of the greateſt Weight and Importance, name- 
ly, an Enquiry into the Nature of Man's Happi- 
neſs, He firſt Examines and Confutes the Miſtakes of 
others concerning it: And becauſe they placed it in ſome 
carthly Good and Enjoyment, he ſets forth the Miſery 
and Vanity of this Life; ſhewing, that no part or ſtate 
therein, either is, or can be compleatly happy. So 
he begins, Vanity of Vanity (ſaith the Preacher) 14 is Va 
nit, &c. Thereby declaring the Inconſtancy and Em- 
ptineſs of all things abſtracted from Almighty God, in 
whom, and not in any thing belide, we are to place 
our chief Delight, Hopes and 1 for want of 
doing which, the beſt of carthly Goods are like to be 


come Snarcs and Temptations, Diſappointments or 
Peſts to us. 


In the end of this Book you have Solomon's own Sen- | 


timent in this matter, well worthy one celebrated for 
Wiſdom all the World over. He places our Happi- 


— 


nels in Religion or the Fear of God: Let as hear (ſay; 
he) the concluſion of the whole matter, E ear God, and he 

his Commandments, for this is the whole or all of Man: 
ſuch is the Senſe of the Original. The Fear of God i 
Man's diſtinguiſping Excellency : Tis the. main en 
- . - tor which he was born: Tis the great drift and ſcope 
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Work 


of Divine Myſteries, 


Laws and Revelati- 
latereſt and whole 


Providences, 
ons made him : Tis the princi al 
Duty of Man. This alone is h 
lible method whereby to attain true Happinels : 
The Reaſon and Proof, whereof immediately fol- 
lows ; For God (ſays We) ſhall bring every Work: in- 
to Judgment, with every Secret Thing, whethet it be 


good, or whetber it be evil, The Fear of God will, with- 


out Controverſy, paſs every where as the chief Con- 

cern, Happineſs and all of Man, if it be once grant- 

ed, That God will ſcan every Man's, Ackions, and will 

12 or puniſh them, according as they are good or 
VII. "tt . 

Hence in the two Verſes before my Text, Solomon does 
aſſure us, That it ſhall be well with him that fears God what 
ever misfortunes do here befal him: But that it ſhall not 
be well with the Wicked, however he flatters himſelf in his 
Wickednefs, his preſent Proſperity and good Fortunes. 

The moſt plauſible Objection made by the Impious, 
againſt atruth of ſuch vaſt moment and concern toevery 
Man, is, That in the Government of Human Affairs 
(who, or whatever preſides over them) there's no ſuch 
mighty diſtinction made between the Juſt and the Wick- 
ed; nor in the diſtribution of good and evil is there any 
ſuch regard had to the Nature and Quality of Men's 
Works: Nay, theſe diſtributions are often quite croſs and 
contradiCtory to ſuch pretences; for proof whereof, ap- 
peal is made to Experience and plain matter of Fact, 


whereby it manifeſtly appears, that according to the 


Sen- words of my Text., Tbere are juſt Men,to whom it wes Prat 

| for] according tothe work of the wicked: and there are wicked Men, 
LPPl-! unte whom it happeneth according to the work of t he Righteous. 
(ay . — Text does preſent to our confideration TWO 
ings; os: ; 

Man Fuß, The Diſparity and ſeeming Incquality of Diſ- 
od ij penſation or Events in the Caſe of the Righteous and 

ma the Wicked; There art juſt Men, to whom it bappeneth ac- 


Pg cordnig to the work of the wicked: There are wicked Men. 
1 2 


unto whom, &c. E Secondly, 


e only ſure and infal 


F f. $'\ 


Secondly, The obſervation and ſentiment. of the Au- {may per 


thor conceruing this ſeeming inequality, he calls it Va. lits Cauſe 
nity; There is a Vanity which i dune upon the Earth. That true Cau 
tbere be juſt Men, &c. I ſaid that this 15 Vanity, +, te > in W 
In handling whercof, I ſhall endeavour, Firft, to lay] It ſcer 
before you the Senſe and Scope of the Text; Secondly, lis cltewt 
eonfining my Diſcourſe only to the Misfortunes and Ca- by way 
lamities of the Juſt, as molt ſuitable to the preſent oc lnequali 
caſion; 1 ſhall offer ſome Reaſons thereof, to ſhew thatſ ty to the 
- ſuch Misfortunes and Calamities of Juſt Men, are no Holy P 
Blemiſh or Prejudice to the Wiſdom and Honour off wicked, 1 
Almighty God's Government : And then conclude with] Griet it 
the Application. 09-107 ow hs nf enn 
As to the Firf, The Diſparity and ſeeming Inequa-] worthy. 
lity of diſpenſations or events: There are juſt; Men, to Beltd 
whom it ha ppenet b, &e. The Meaning thereof ] rake to] ry man 
be no other than this, that there are good Men to whom {ily ext 
great Misfortunes and Calamities happen, as if they hadſ Creatic 
done ſome great Wickedneſt; and there are wicked Men} mony, 
that meet with ſuch Succeſs, and Proſperity, as if theyſ ſtir d u 
had done Actions the moſt laudable, righteous, and But tis 
meritorious. Some very worthy and religious Perſony Affairs 
loſe their Fortunes and Liberty, their Power, Lives orf does e. 
\ Crowns; the ſtanders by not knowing any reaſon why is (lc 
they ſhould be thus rigoroufly and cruelly Outrag d! Wh 
Trampled on, and Murder'd, unleſs their very Innof accor di. 
cency and Virtue betray them and make them a Prey | it happe 
when others of profligate and reprobate Manners, livq not im 
at their caſe, have every thing in a manner, according tq and L 
their dwu Hearts Luſts, and revel and riot in the World] wheth 
as if their Vices did recommend them to the Favour of lation, 
Heaven. We have before our Conſideration this day] his Co 
a Tragical Example of a Mild and Pious Prince, firſt ſtrip fearfu 
ped of his Crown and Dignity, and then of his Life] again 
when another, by Wicked and Dewiliſh Arts, lifts him{ Lord bo 
ſelf up into his Throne, as if a Crown and Sovereignty lig bret. 
were fit Rewards of Hypocriſy and Perfdiouſneſs, of Cru ker ev 
eng, Treaſon and Rebellion. any ob 
My 


My Text calls this Diſparity of Events Vanity : Some 
An- may perhaps think ſo, by a Metonomy of the Effect for 
Va. its Cauſe; becauſe roo many, who dive not into the 


That true Cauſe and Reaſon rhercof, are hereby tempted te. 


* in wrong and robber, and to give tbemſelves up unto Vanity. 
lay] It ſeems more likely, that by Vanity is meant w 
dly, lis elſewhere in this Book-annex'd to this Word as twete 
Ca- Aby way of Explanation, wiz. Vexation of Spirit. This 
t oc · lnequality ſeems a great Evil, Grievance, and Perplexi- 
thatſ ty to the Sous of Men. Twas ſuch a Grievance to the 
no Holy Plalmiſt, who declared, He, was grieved at the 
r off wicked, to ſeethe ungodly in ſuch proſperity. And as great a 
with] Griet it is to ſee ard” els condemu'd and kilfd; to ſee them 
| deſtitute, aſſidlied and tormented, of which the world is not 
qua- wort by, | 
„ to] Belides, this ſeeming Inequality is a Perplexity to ve- 
ce tol ry many, and a Labyrinth, out of which they do not ea- 
ſily extricate their Minds. In the Works indeed ot the 
Creation, they plainly obſerve ſuch an Order and Har- 
mony, ſuch a delign and wiſe conduct, that they are 
{tir'd up ro magnify the workmanſhipand glory of God. 
But tis the ſeeming Diſordęr and Conſuſion in Human 
Affairs, eſpecially in the Inſtances of the Text, which 
does excceding puzzle and trouble their Minds. This 
is (I conceive) the Meaning and Dritt of the Text. 
When it favs, There are juſt Mer, to whom it happeneth 
according to the works of t he wicked : and wicked Men to ab 
ey | it happeneth according to the works of 1he Ryghteous, It does 
Iyvq not import, that there's no difference between the Juſt 
and Unju{t, or that 'tis indifferęnt to Almighty God 
whether Men be jult or wicked; fr not only his Reve- 
lation, but the very Law written ou Man's Heart, and 
his Conſcience acculing, or eiſe excuſing him, as well as 
fearful Inſtancesof God's heavy Diſpleaſure in all Ages 
againſt wicked Men, do ſufficiently demonſtrate, that 'be 
Lord loveth righteouſneſs, but the ungodly and bim that de- 
ti lig bret b in vanity doth his Soul abhor. No wile Law ma- 
Cry ker ever made Laws which he was indifferent whether 
any obſery'd and kept them or not. A 3 And 


And when the Text ſays, There are juſt men, unto whom 
it bappenetb. &c. it ſpeaks as of Events, which happen but 


now and then, and not according to the general courſe 


of the Divine Government: According to which, Suc- 


ceſs and Honour do ordinarily attend virtuous and he- 


roick Actions; and diſgrace and vengeance do purſue 
and hunt the wicked Man to overthrow him. 

Tis true, in time of Wars and publick Calamities, 
the Juſt often ſuffer with the Unjult And ſo in times 
of Perſecution, when Papiſts and Fanaticks fall a weed- 
ing the Ficld or Church of GOD, their manner is to 
root up the good Wheat inſtead of the Tares and 
Weeds; otherwiſe, Righteouſneſs and Wickedneſs ate 
commonly diſtinguiſh'd by the Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments that here attend them. 

Sometimes you hear of a good but unfortunate Prince; 
(like Him we now commemorate.) Vet you find in the 
_ Hiſt. of the Kings of Fudeb and Iſrael, the wiſe and pious 

Priaces were generally very happy and proſperous; ſuch 
as were unfortunate, were juſtly chaſtis d for their fond- 
nets of Idolatry and Superſtition, and their great neglect 
of Sound Religion, fo plainly taught them by Moſes and 

the Prophets. And thus has it fared with Princes in other 
Ages and Countries. In our own Chronicles we read of 
many Princes before King CHARLES the Firſt, who 
loſt their Lives and Crowns; yet by reaſon of their Will 
againſt the Law, and unprincely Courſes, their inju- 
ſtice, Oppreſſion and Mal-adminiſtration, they went 
off the Stage not ſo much pitied or lamented. 

And (to come to the Second Point) as for the fewer 
Inſtances of the Mistortunes and Miſeries of Good Men 
(amongtt whom the Prince we remember is to be held 
prime Rank and Conſideration): That ſuch Inſtances 
are no blemiſh or prejudice to Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
' Honour of Almighty GO D's Government, may appear 


rom ſuch Reaſons as theſe follownig. 


Fiſt 


ing thi: 


wardableneſs o 
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Firf, This ſeeming Inequality of Events, ſuch a clou- 

dy ſtate of 20 ſerves beſt for the Exerciſe and Re- 

Faith, the ouly Principle of a Divine 
Life, and without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD, The” 
Juſt do live by Faith: They walk by Faith, and not by Sight, 
that Faith which gives them no certainty of any out- 
ward Proſperity here, but is defign'd to be the Expecta- 
tion and ſubſtance of thing on for, the evidence of things 
wot ſeen, Tis this wh ps. e that does ſo eminently di- 
ſtinguiſh them from all others, who have in their Acti- 
ons an Eye to little elſe, fave their worldly Ends and 
Intereſts. The excellency of Faith conſiſts in Ve com- 
ing this World and all its Luſts, in raiſing our Affecti- 
ons to things above, and faſhioning our Hearts to ſo 
heavenly a Temper, as with Moſes, To chooſe rather to 
ſuffer affliction with the People of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of Sin for a ſeaſon; and to eſteem the reproach of Chriff 
greater riches than all the treaſures of Egypt. 

Some indeed may take it to be a detect in Providence, 
that more Proſperity is not ee and enſured to 
Virtue and Goodneſs; nevertheleſs it would render Mens 
good Actions like rewardable, if a greater Proſperity was 
always to attend them here; for as that near and certain 
view of Proſperity would much ſurperſede Faith, ſo 
would it alſo too much determine the williand make Men 
good rather by a kind of neceſſity, than of their own free 
choice. Godlineſ: (I grant) has made over to it the Promiſes 
of this life as well as of the other,but*tis with divers reſtri- 
ctions and limitations, very agreeable to that ſtate of De- 
pendence, Faith and Religion wherein we now are. Since 
then we have all the aſſurance in the world of a wiſe and 
righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, tis but fit and rea- 
ſonable that we ſtill leave Our · ſelves and Concerns to 


Him, to do whatever ſeems beſt in the Counſel of his ſo- 


vereign Wiſdom. Tis then beſt and molt agreeable to 
God's Honour and Attributes, that there be nothing on 
Earth firm and ſtable; and that ſuch a diſparity of Diſ- 
penſations or Events _ Men's Perſons and Actions 
17 4 net 


1 


fle they meet with too ſtrong a temptation to give them- 


felves up to the preſent Vanity, and leſs depend on the 


I 
by 
N = 


Divine Promiſe, Aſſiſtance, Benediction and Protection. 

Secondly, Since God made Men tree Agents, and by 
His aid to work out their own Salvation, tis but fit and 
reaſonable that there be ways to try their Faithfulneſs 
and to prove their Virtue, whether it be ſincere and ſo- 


lid. Now what Fire is to the Gold, that is Tribulation to 


good Men. T hat which is adulterate may carry the co- 
lour and appearance of Gold: *Tis the Fire that diſtin- 
guiſhes between the good Metal and the bad, the Gold and 
the Droſs; the Gold is not conſumed, but only purified 
in the Fire: Tis the counterfeit Metal or Droſs which 
conſumes and waſtes in ſmoak. Good Men change not, 
loſe not their excellent Temper and Qualities in their 
Misfortunes: Their Faith and other Graces, more pre- 


cious than Gold that periſhes, being try'd with Eire, be- 


come more precious, bright and ſhining, and are found 
more to God's Honour and their own: When Men of 
reprobate Tempers,in their ſtraights and adverſities ma- 
nitelt their baſe Diſpoſitions by their Inconſtancy, In- 
dignation and Impatince, their — + ce or 


Deſperation. The burning fiery Furnace of Babylon did 


devour and conſume the wicked Executioners. when the 


| Teligious Hebrews abode in it eaſy, inviolate and unſing d, 


conteſſing and ſinging the praiſes of God. The ſight in- 
deed of theſe pious young Men, unhurt in the midft of 
the burning Fire, was very wounderful and glorious: 
And perhaps, among all the Sights on Earth, is there 
none more glorious than of a Perſon environ'd on all 


ſides with Harſhips and Adverſity, and yer ſweetly and 


quictly repoſing himſelf on the Divine Goodneſs, Pro- 
mile and Power, Job was certainly very highly pleaſing 


to God in his Proſperity : There was not a better, a more 


upright Man on Earth; but he never was a more Illuſtri- 
ous ſpectacle to GOD and Angels, than when ſtriped 


naked of his Eſtate and Fortune, his dear Children and 
. Dameſticks, his Health and Reputation; then when on 
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em · the Dunghil, and in the midft of Calamiries, great and 


numerous enough to diſtract others, and drive them to 
their Wits end: I fay never more glorious than when in 
this wretehed ſtate; he juſtify'd the Divine Providence, 
and holding fa#t his Integrity, he repos'd himſelf entirely 

on the Almighty. 5 

King CHARLES the Firſt, when in Priſon, Con- 
tempt and Diſtreſs, eſpecially when on the Scaffold, was 
a very tragical ſight to his good and loyal Subjects: But 
lignalizing there, in ſo eminent a manner his Patience, 
Faith, Hope and Charity, he was perhaps never more 

lorious in the Eyes of GO D, who /ees not as Men do. He 
Fad many Kings who match'd him in his Royal Power 
and Grandeur,and many that equaPd him in his Misfor- 
tunes and Adverſities; but few Princes perhaps did come 
up to his Patience and Meekneſs, his Self denial and Re- 
{ignation, and the like ſupernatural Graces, which gave 
a more Divine and laſting Brightneſs and Honour, than 
all the Pomp and Bravery of the World. 

Thirdly, Of all Perſons in the World, the Chriſtian has 
the leaſt temptation to be offended at the Adverſities of 
Good Men: For beſide a vaſt number of dear and excel- 
lent Children of GO D,from Righteous Abel down to his 
own Age, deſtitute, afflicted, rormented or murder'd yet 
had a veneration by him; he has for a grand Ex- 
ample in Patience and Suffering, the very Author and fi- 
niſher of his Faith and Religion, the ſame Bleſſed Feſt 
whom he worſhips for his Maſter and Saviour ho for the 
Foy that was ſet before Him, endared even the Croſs, deſpi- 
ſing both the Shame and Pain; in recompenſe whereof He 
was exalted to fit down at the Right Hand of God. 

And as this Conſideration is of mighty force to ſup- 

t and animare ſuch as are cal'd to bear the Croſs of 
CHRIST frombcing wearicd aud faint in their Mind, 
ſo*ris ſaid to afford great Conſolation to the Royal Mar- 
tyr on the Scaffold when the Hiſtory of our Saviour's Paſ- 
ſion in the 27th Chapt. of St. 42atrbew,was read to 2 

is 
c 


the Leſſon in courſe appointed for the Day; for t 


- 


r + LNCS 
might well ſugeſt ſome ſuch thought or medition, as if he 
had heard St. Peter ſaying, Beloved,think it not ſtrange con- 
cerning the fiery Tryal, as t bo ſome ſtrange thing bappen d unto 
you; bat rejoyce, in as much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings,that when hu Glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be alſo glad 
with exceeding joy. If ye be reproac bed for the Name of Chri#, 
happy are ye, for the Spirit of Glory and of God refteth on you: 
On their part be is evil-ſpoken of but on your part he is glorified, 
I Peter iv. 12, 13, I4- SIS 
Beſides this glorious Example, the Chriſtian is no 
ſtranger to the Eternity and Glory of the Reward where- 
wita GOD means to recompenſe the Faithful; that he 
knows full well, that there is no wrong done, if it be not 
attain'd in an uninterrupted courſe of ſecular Proſperity, 
but by Patience and conſtancy, and a Temper of Mind 
ready to do or ſuffer any thing which 60D requires. 
The Land that flow'd weth Milk and Hony was nor 
thought too dear a purchaſe,tho' the way to it lay thro 
theRed-Sea,anda parch'd Wilderneſs,pelter'd with Dra- 
gons and fiery Serpents infeſted with Edom and Amaleck, 
and ſpiteful Enemies on all fides. Nevertheleſs this 
Land, tho' the Glory of Lands, was but a poor Figure 
and Shadow of that Heavenly Country and Kingdom 
above, which GOD hath prepar'd for his Servants from 
the beginning 'of the World. The Bleſſedneſs above 
will make more than a thouſand-fold amends for all 
one's Lofles and Suffer ings below. | 
Fourthly, The Misfortunes and Adverſities of Good 
Mien, do exceedingly ſtrengthen the greatPrinciple of Re- 
ligion, namely, the hope and expectation of future Re- 
wards in another World. GOD has laid a foundation of 
Religion in our very Frame, for he has made us Religious 
. Creatures. There can be no Religion ſound, or to any 
purpoſe, without the proſpect of another Lite : Whoever 
cometh to God, or pretends to Religion, muſs believe that God is, 
end that be is a Rewarder of thoſe that diligently ſeek bim. 
Hlereby therefore are we aſſur'd, that Rewards are de- 
fer d to another Life, becauſe G0 D,; in the courſe = 
is 
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| 28 (1 ) 
his Providence, does not diſtribute them here : Nay,the 
very Beſt of Men, thoſe who give the higheſt Marks and 
Teſtimonies of their Love and Obedience to G O D, in 
laying down their Lives and Crowns for Righteouſneſs 
ſake, ſince they have no Exiſtence any longer on Earth, 
are in no Capacity here to receive or enjoy any : Where- 
fore, tho' the mournful Scenes of Juſt Men, doſtir us up 
to condole and weep with them that weep; yet do they ſug- 
geſt to us Matter of the greateſt Moment and Concern, 
namely, That there is a Crown of Righteouſneſs laid up,where- 
with to reward the Sufferings of the Faithful; and not 
only the Sufferings, but the gaod Deeds of all that live 
and die in the Fear of GO D. And 'tis better for Man- 
kind that ſuch mournful Events ſhould ſometimes hap- 
pen, than that we want ſo fair and comfortable a Pledge 
and Proof of the future and bleſſed Immortality. 

GO D does not give his Servants their Portion in 
this Life: This Life is but a State of Probation, and not 
the Place principally delign'd by GO D, either for Re- 
wards or Puniſhments; wherefore, tis no Marvel, if 
there are Fuſt Men bere, to whom it bappenet h according to 
the Work of the Wicked ; and that there are Wicked Men, 
to whom it bappeneth according to the Work of the Righteors, 
To be ſure, what ever here happeneth to the Juſt, accox- 
ding to the Work of the Wicked, is to be placed in the 
Liſt of the ſmaller Evils; and whatſocver happeneth 
to the Wicked, according to the Work of the Righte- 
ous, is to be counted among the leſſer Goods: The firſt 


make no Man truly Miſerable ; the other make no Man | 


throughly Happy. Indeed great Goods can't be enjoy d, 
and great — can't be fufſer'd in ſo momentary a D - 
ration, and in a Life that paſſes away as a Shadow. Wick- 
edneſs is certainly of a more provoking Nature, than 
only to merit and meet with the Misfottunes, which 
may befal the Beſt of Men; and true Piety is of greater 
Price with G O D, than to find no better a Reward at 
His Hands, than what may befal the very worſt: No, 
no, This World (ſaith St. Jobn ) paſſeth away, and the Lo 

| the- 
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thereof; but be that doth the Will of 
ir. 17, 
Let no Man then riſe np againſt G OD, and cenſure 
his Government, on Occaſion of This Days Tragedy; 
wherein a Pious and Soveraign Prince, in Contempt of 
all Laws Divine and Human, was publickly Executed by 
Violent and Blood-thirffly Men, who divided and ſhared 
among themſelves, the Spoils of His Crown and Dig- 
nity. The Conſideration of this future Judicature, 
Will ſtay our Thoughts from Diſorder, if not entirely 
content and ſatisfy them. This Courſe of Proceedings 
does ſomewhat reſcinble a T ragi-Comedy : GOD or- 
ders all with matchleſs Skill and Wiſdom. In the Firſt 
Acts, and for a little while, the Wicked Proſper and 
Swagger, and ſeem to have much the Better of it, to 
out- wit and run down the Upright and Innocent: Vet 
have but a little Patience and Regard to the Laſt Act, 
and then you'll ſee all ſer right and ſtreight, and as you 
your ſelves think and wiſh ic ſhouid be; namely, Wrong 
dealing and Wickedneſs meeting with the Vengeance 
they merit, and Righteouſneſs Crown'd with Victory 
and Triumph: The Wicked caſt down and coming to 
a fearful End; and the Patience and Uprightneſs of the 
Juſt bringing him Peace at the laſt ; The. one ( ſays the 
great Judge of Quick and Dead) ſhall go into everlaiting 
Puniſhment, but the Righteous into Life eternal, | 
De. Þ come, in the Laſt Place, to the Application, 
And Firſt, From what has been delivered, I may in- 
fer, that thy neither Greatneſs nor Majeſty, neither 
ſecular Wiſdom nor Merits; nay, (which is more) 
tho Righteouſneſs it ſelf, can't ſecure any one from 
Misfortunes and outward [nfelicities here, yet is Righte- 
_ oaſnef; the only ſure and certain Foundation of all 
found and laſting Happinels : Tis this that does indeed 
beſt warrant Men from, Violence and Outrages; put- 
ting them under the defence of the Law and Magiſtra- 
cy ; yea, under the Protection of the Moſt High. 'This 
lightens and leſſens all jourward Evils; and is EIS 


GO D, abideah for ever, 
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Cordial, when all other Comforts fail us; This turns 
all outward Evils to the greateſt Advantage, and makes 
Even the Aſflictions of this Life which endure but for a moment, 
to work out an exceeding eternal weight of Glory. *'Tis the 
Wicked worketh a deceitful Mork, but to him that ſowet b 
Righteouſneſs, is 4 Reward both great and ſure. Tis then 
the Wiſdom and intereſt of every Man, even of the 
firit Rank and Quality, to build his Houſe, his Com- 
fort and Satisfaction, his Hopes and Happineſs on this 
Rack; and not on the Sands, the moving Sands of all 
Earthly Grandeur and Proſperity: And/ then tho the 
Rain deſcends, and the Floods come, / and the Winds 
blow and beat upon that Houle, it will not fall, be- 
cauſe tis founded upon a Rock. | 

Secondly, Celebrate we the Glory of GO D's Grace, 
which did ſhine in the Royal Martyr of this Day, when 
it hapen'd to Him according to the work e the Wicked, If 
the remembrance of his Misfortunes and Murder, ſtir up 
in us Indignation, Regret, or Pity, let the memory of 
his exemplary Virtues ercct and {tabliſh us. Had he 
gone out, of the World by a Death ordinary and natu- 
ral, he might have had a fair Claim to a principal 


Place in the Catalogue of good Kings; but ſince e 
choſe rather to part with his Life and Crewn, than with 


his Henewr and a Sound Conſcience, with the Rigbts and 
Liberties of Church and People, we glory in his Courage, 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance : And we maguify the a- 
bundant Grace of GO D beſtow'd on him, enabling 
him chearfully to tread in the Steps of his bleſſed Maſter 
and Saviour, to pray for his inhuman Murderers; to 
Suffer with the ſame Mind his Lord did, and to follow 


the great Example of his Patience and Meekneſs, his 


Charity and Relignation. Hereby has he acquired to 
himſelf (we conceive) an Immortal Name here below, 
and an incorruptible Crown in Heaven above. 
birahy, Let us not deal with our Religious Princes, 
as the Phariſees did with their Holy Prophets: They built 
the Tombs of the Prophets, and garniſhed the Sepulchres 0 the 
| 22 1s 
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we pay great Honour to the Memory of that Piou 


'  Righteoms (as ſaith the Golpel.) They thought perhaps the Libe 


ey could never ſay or do too much, whereby to teſti- Her Re; 


th 
3 publiſh the Love and Honour they had for the Cruelty 
rophets that were dead, whilſt they were marvelouſſyſ Arm do 


Wiagnting in their Reſpect and Obſervance to them whoſwherew 


were alive. Vea, they were full of Exceptions, Mur-ſgall ſo 


murs and Accuſations againſt them, tho the Deſerts of 


To « 


thoſe that were alive were Greater, their Undertakingg mighty 


more Beneficial 
- ſhine more brightly in them, than in thoſe who went 
before them. 

Prince who died this Day; we do no more herein than 
what becomes us. It would look little leſs than Hypo- 
criſy, if after all we were wanting in our Honour, Obe- 
dicnce and Duty to that Grand- Daugbter of His who now 
firs upon His Throne, and fills it with ſo much Merit 
and Glory. | 
She is a Zealous Defender, a Bountiful Benefactor, 
and a Bright Ornament to that Church and Religion 
for which the Royal Martyr ſuffer d ſo many Barbarous 
Indignities. Nor does Her Royal Zeal ſtop only at the 
preſent ; She extends it to ſecure things of ſuch high 
Importance, and fo dear to us, to all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. 

Twas by His Enemies laid to the Charge of the Royal 
Martyr, That he invaded the Rights of His People, 
and meant to introduce an Arbitrary Government. On 
this Pretence, this weak Pretence, too many withdrew 
their Obedience, and took up Arms againſt Him. Hap- 
py, thrice Happy are we, that live under fo mild and 
gracious a Government, that there's not the leaſt Place 
or Room left for any ſuch Pretence or Colour. Tis 
Her Majelty's Great Care (we ſee) not only to defend 
and maintain inviolably the Rights of Her own Subjefts 
at Home, but to Vindicate and Reſtore the Rights and 
Liberties of Princes and People Injured and Oppreſſed 
Abroad. She loves and promotes the Safery and Quiet, 
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ape, the Liberty and Happineſs 91 Mankind: : She employs 
eſti Her Regal Power only to Chaſtiſe and Chaſe away 
the] Cruelty, Oppreſſion and Tyranny, and with a mighty 
uſlyl Arm does She break in Pieces the Chains and Fetters 


w hol wherewith inſatiate Avarice and Ambition did load and 


Aur-ſgall fo many Countries and Provinces, 

ts off To conclude; Let's Humble our ſelves under the 
ingd mighty Hand of G OD for what is paſt ; and let us 
did] magnify His Goodneſs and Mercy for what we ſee and 


vent] enjoy at preſent. Let the Remembrance of the ou 


ious 
than 


enjoy above any other 


Rebellion, with all its hateful Train of Evil:, the 

ſtruction of Prince and People, the Havock made of 
the Church and Sound Religion, the Swarms of Dan- 
gerous and Peſtilent Opinions, the Practice of Dam- 


nable Hypocriſies and Perfidioufneſs, &. Let the Re- 


membrance hereof ſerye to make us better Chriſtians, 


it and better Subjects. Let the very Evil Days that are 


paſt and gone, make us ſet a higher Rate and Price up- 
on the very good Days we now do ſee; and let the Bon- 
dage, Sequeſtrations and Ravages, under which the 
Land then groan'd, give us a more lively and grateful 
ſenſe and reliſh of the Juſtice and good Order, the 
Peace and Safety, the * and Priviledges we now 


whole World. 
We do not only reflect with horror on the Murder 
committed this Day by Wicked Men, but we juſtly con- 
demn all their Crooked ways and Steps that led to it; their 
turning Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction, 
proſtituting the beſt of things to the worſt and moſt 
execrable of Deſigns. Their defaming the Government 
by unreaſonable and groundleſs Fears ànd Jealouſies, 
and weakening it by their Selfiſn Factions and Divi- 
ſions. Let Us continue to govern our ſelves by Mea- 
ſures and Maxims more juſt and equal, more loyal and 
chriſtian ; uſing our beſt endeavours to promote and 
lettle every where, Charity, Peace and Unity, where- 
on depends the Safety and Beauty, the — and 
avpi- 


ation (I know of) in the 
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Happiness of the Realm. And above all things, let's 
give all diligence to amend whatever is amiſs both in 


QUEEN, that His loving Mercy and Faithfulueſs may 
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| againſt us. 


was taken away for the Sins and Provocations of His 
Subjects: Let this Conſideration have its juſt weight 


any Profaneneſs or Immorality of ours, take to Him- 
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our ſelves and others, that there be no where found 
any Curſcd Thing to ſtir up GO D's Anger and Wrath 


We this Day acknowledge, that a Good PRINCE 


and influence upon us; making us fear leſt Almighty 
GO D, provoked by any Ingratitude or, Stubborneſs, 


ſelf, too ſoon, that Gracious LADY who now Reigns 
over us. Let us, truly Fear G O D Honour 100 


fill preſerve Her. 


And may Her Majeſty be as happy in Her People aud 
Subjects as they are in Her. May Almighty GOD 
mate Her Reign durable and laſting, as He has 
made it renown'd and glorious ; and when She comes 
* to lay*down Her Earthly Crown, may She in re. 
compence of an Examplary Piety, and of Her many 
Princely Benefactious to Her Realms and People, 
receive a Crown of Glory that never fades, 


